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HAPPY 105TH BIRTHDAY TO
BERTEL VAN EEK

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, 105 years
ago, in a small town in Germany,
Bertel Van Eek was born.

Her 105 years on this Earth have been
a testament to the greatness of the
United States. She has seen so much.
Living in Holland during World War II,
she saw the capability and bravery of
our military and its members.

She personally lived our Nation’s im-
migrant story, coming to America
after the war with $20 and the clothes
on her back and eventually becoming
an American citizen.

As someone whose spouse died 34
years ago, she has been able to live
with dignity because of two of the
greatest public policies in the history
of this country, Medicare and Social
Security.

She has seen the power of the Amer-
ican education system, watching her
daughter and son-in-law become teach-
ers and seeing three grandsons, who
love her very much, also pursue edu-
cational opportunities so they could
follow their dreams. Mr. Speaker, she
even saw her youngest grandson get
the honor of serving his community in
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, let me close by saying
to Bertel Van Eek, my grandma, happy
105th birthday, Oma. We love you very
much.

———

THE MEDICAL EVALUATION PAR-
ITY FOR SERVICEMEMBERS ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today, along with the
gentleman from Ohio, Congressman
TiM RYAN, I am introducing the Med-
ical Evaluation Parity for Service-
members Act.

This legislation, which has strong bi-
partisan support and the support of a
large number of military and mental
health advocacy groups, will help the
military identify behavioral health
issues and improve suicide prevention
by instituting a mental health assess-
ment for all incoming military re-
cruits.

A recent Army study confirmed the
need to address mental health issues in
a timely manner, finding that ‘‘nearly
one in five Army soldiers enter the
service with a psychiatric disorder, and
nearly half of all soldiers who tried sui-
cide first attempted it before enlist-
ing.”

Our military makes sure that every
servicemember is physically fit for
duty, and this legislation will ensure
that they are also mentally fit. Fur-
thermore, it will ensure that we have a
better baseline against which to meas-
ure any potential mental harm that
may have occurred during their duty.
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These brave men and women put
their lives on the line every day in the
service of our Nation, and it is our duty
to offer everything in our power to
guarantee they return home safely,
both physically and mentally.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this commonsense, bipartisan
legislation.

————
TWO ISSUES OF JUSTICE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this morning, I speak on two issues of
justice. One deals with my alma mater,
the University of Virginia. And I would
like to thank the young man, the stu-
dent who experienced an unfortunate
incident that caused him to have 10
stitches and to bleed on the streets of
Charlottesville by the hands of those
who were enforcing the law. I want to
join him by saying that we all should
be treated with human dignity, and I
thank the Governor of the State of Vir-
ginia for a full investigation. We have
to find a way to balance law and order
with the dignity of the treatment of
African Americans and all people.

I will also say that the hostage-tak-
ing of the Attorney General nominee
by those who will not push for her con-
firmation on the floor of the Senate, of
the other body, is not the handling of
the Constitution and the advice and
consent that is necessary in the proc-
ess of government.

She is qualified. She is ready to
serve. The Nation needs a chief law en-
forcement officer. We must come to-
gether and find that balance that the
Constitution protects, and that is the
right of all people to access and free-
dom of speech. But we must also re-
spect law and order. We have to find a
way to walk that pathway together.

—————
ELECTRICITY FOR RURAL HAITI

(Mr. MASSIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize three of my con-
stituents from Owenton, Kentucky:
Matthew Everett Greenlee, Mark Allen
Greene, and Robert Wayne VonBokern.
These three outstanding power linemen
from Owen Electric Cooperative re-
cently volunteered for a project in
Haiti that, when completed, will pro-
vide safe, affordable, and reliable power
to 1,600 consumers.

The goal of the project is to build a
distribution system that will connect
three towns in Haiti and establish its
first electric cooperative, the Coopera-
tive Electrique de I’Arrondissement des
Coteaux.

My constituents upgraded and in-
stalled new lines and service drops in
the town of Roche-a-Bateaux. They
also trained locally hired linemen in
proper construction methods, pole
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climbing  techniques, and  proper
handline use, and important safety
practices.

Electricity is essential to the quality
of life for those in Haiti’s rural commu-
nities. It assists in the provision of
clean water, health care, education,
and general economic opportunity.
Therefore, I salute my constituents for
contributing their time and efforts in
Haiti on this critical project.

GOP BUDGET MAKES IT HARDER
FOR FAMILIES TO GET AHEAD

(Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to op-
pose this irresponsible and dishonest
budget recently proposed by the House
Budget Committee Republicans. Under
this budget’s grossly misguided prior-
ities, people at the top continue to get
richer while hardworking American
families fall further behind.

Last fall, at election time, congres-
sional Republicans said they under-
stood the pressures that American fam-
ilies were feeling, and they promised to
help hardworking Americans. But this
Republican budget would squeeze hard-
working Americans even harder in
countless ways, making it harder to
pay for college, making it harder to
pay for their health care, making it
harder to ensure a secure retirement.

This budget would eliminate health
care coverage for tens of millions of
Americans, cut nondefense government
programs, from transportation to re-
search to education, and make more
than $1 trillion in unspecified cuts in
Federal entitlement programs.

This House Republican budget would
make life a 1ot harder for hardworking
American families like the ones I rep-
resent in western Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, this is a budget that needs
not to pass.

———
REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, today
we have the opportunity to speak
about values, the values that we have
as Americans, the values that we hold
dear. The fact that someone can work
their entire life and finally make it to
retirement and be able to live out their
golden years with dignity is something
that this budget denies.

The idea that an American child
could be born in this great country and
have an opportunity to go to a college
or university and become whatever
they want to be—maybe an astronaut,
maybe an engineer, maybe even a poli-
tician—but without an education,
every single one of those dreams is
tougher and harder than ever before.

The budget that has been proposed by
the Republicans in this House denies
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